Postcards – Contributed by Stephanie
Here is some basic info re postcards:-

1870

Postcards first introduced by the Post Office.  These 

cards were issued by the Post Office and carried a  

pre-printed stamp.  The message was written on one side of the card and the address on the other.  There was no picture.

1894

From 1st. September the Post Office allowed postcards  published by others to be posted.  A halfpenny stamp was needed to cover the cost of postage.  The first picture postcard is believed to have been produced at this time.
1899

The standard size of 5.5 ins by 3.5 ins was adopted in Britain.  The address, and nothing else, had to be written on one side of the card with the picture and message on the other.

1902
Post Office rules changed allowing pictures to appear on the front of cards and addresses and messages on the back.  The message to be on the left hand side and the address on the right.  From September 1902 cards were manufactured with a line down the middle.  These cards soon replaced those with undivided backs.
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