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Shared Interest’s Values

We will

· Work within the fair trade standards set by IFAT – the International Fair Trade Association on: creating opportunities for economically disadvantaged producers; transparency and accountability; capacity building; promoting fair trade; payment of a fair price; gender equity; working conditions; child labour and the environment

· Operate as a co-operative business; valuing and engaging our members

· Seek to form creative partnerships to further our work

· Value our workforce and support their personal development and enrichment

	Shared Interest Society Limited
	


Shared Interest Society Limited is the world’s leading fair trade lender – our mission is to finance fair trade.
	We do this by:

· Lending to and working with producer and buyer organisations who are committed to using fair trade principles

· Promoting a North-South partnership
· Strengthening the fair trade movement so that it continues to present a more just model of trade
Shared Interest is owned and controlled by our members from across the UK. Established in 1990, the society now has over 8,300 members and total share capital of over £19 million. 
Shared Interest uses the investments of members to provide much needed, accessible financial services to fair trade producer groups in developing countries. The organisation provides trade credit against individual orders and also longer term lending to allow producer groups to invest in their businesses. Credit is also provided to fair trade buyers in developed countries to allow them make advance payments to producers. In the last few years the Society has financed approximately 10% of the global fair trade market.

	


It is important to remember that members’ money is not a donation, but an investment and as such, is subject to risk.  Investing with Shared Interest will not make a member financially rich – however, the social return on investment is huge. You will know that you are directly helping people in the developing world work their way out of poverty and contributing to a wider movement calling for global trade justice.
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Shared Interest Foundation

Shared Interest Foundation is a British based international development charity whose mission is to support disadvantaged producers. We are a sister organisation to Shared Interest Society Limited, the world’s leading fair trade lender.
We work as part of the global fair trade movement supporting trade as a sustainable solution to poverty. We do this by:

· Providing education and training, particularly in business and financial management 

· Developing capacity within producer organisations and assisting them in improving their business performance 

· Widening access to fair finance (enabling more groups to become sustainable businesses)
· Supporting the development of the fair trade movement 

· Improving and developing the social impact of Shared Interest 

With 15 years experience of working with fair trade producers and buyers providing low cost accessible finance, Shared Interest has played a key role in assisting the global fair trade market to grow at an amazing rate. With excellent working relationships with numerous producer groups across the developing world, we are ideally placed to work in partnership with these groups and other local development bodies to strengthen the contribution that fair trade makes to poverty alleviation in these local communities.
Shared Interest works within the wider fair trade movement
· IFAT - the International Fair Trade Association - a membership organisation for those involved in fair trade. We have been working with IFAT under a strategic partnership for many years
· FLO – the Fairtrade Labelling Organisation - a certification body for fairtrade products. We are increasing our level of involvement with FLO and have recently joined the UK National Body, the Fairtrade Foundation
· Within Europe we work with the key players in EFTA (The European Fair Trade Association) & NEWS! (Network of European World Shops)
· Within North America we work with the key buyers in the Fair Trade Federation
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Shared Interest is a member of IFAT – the International Fair Trade Association, The Fairtrade Foundation and The Trade Justice Movement (TJM UK) 
NETWORK OF EUROPEAN WORLD SHOPS
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