Hull – Fairtrade City Project

Press Release 23rd October 2006 - For immediate release.
OVER 50% OF CHURCHES IN HULL NOW SUPPORT FAIRTRADE.
Fair trade products have always enjoyed the support of committed Christians, and indeed it was the Christian concern that started Fair Trade 30 to 40 years ago.  But it tended to be a small, somewhat eccentric minority, that made things happen.

Now with Fair Trade entering the mainstream in supermarkets and convenience stores, more and more churches are starting to use Fair Trade products.  In Hull there has been a surge of support for Fair Trade based around the work of Hull’s One World Shop, together with the BIG BREW in July, which encouraged every church to open their doors and serve Fairtrade products.  So more and more churches are supporting Fairtrade.
Out of the 91 churches in Hull, 47 actively support Fairtrade, and 21 have gone so far as to gain a Fairtrade Church certificate from the Fairtrade Foundation, the National Charity for the promotion of Fairtrade Products.  Many of the 47 Fairtrade churches sell coffee and tea after services, and craft items at a monthly stall.  Other churches took part in the BIG Brew and will be supporting Fairtrade Fortnight, and some have a resident “Fair Trader”.

Fair Trade is hard work, but it really makes a difference to the lives of the cocoa farmers in Ghana, to the tea pickers in India, and to the thousands of artisans, tailors, weavers in the poorer countries.  

Fairtrade is the product labelling scheme that guarantees a better deal for Third World Producers.
[image: image1.jpg]Guarantees
a better deal
for Third World

Producers

FAIRTRADE




“Passing the 50% mark is a great achievement and was discovered as we updated our records for the Fairtrade Foundation.  What we are seeing is the fruits of all the hard work of going out, talking to people, showing them the products, and talking about the issues.” - Peter Church, Fairtrade City project.

“Hull has really gone from strength to strength since we achieved Fairtrade City Status in March 2005.  More retail outlets, up from 28 to 53, more catering outlets up from 13 to 32, church support up past the 50% mark, supportive organisations up from 147 to over 200 (and that is just those we know about), and sales of Fair Trade products in the One World Shop growing 10% to 15% year on year.” – Martin Budd, Hull City Council.

“The BIG Brew was a tremendous success covering all of East Yorkshire and a lot of North Yorkshire.  From a standing start in January we had well over 200 churches BIG Brewing in July, and we are looking forward to a huge step forward in Fairtrade Fortnight next year, and even further strides in the next BIG Brew in July 2007”, - Nick Nightingale, East and North Yorkshire Fairtrade Churches project co-ordinator.
[ends]

For more information contact:

Fairtrade Foundation:

www.fairtrade.org.uk
Fairtrade Foundation, Room 204, 16 Baldwin's Gardens, London EC1N 7RJ
tel: +44 (0)20 7405 5942 | fax: +44 (0)20 7405 5943 | mail@fairtrade.org.uk

Hull City Council:

www.hullcc.gov.uk
Martin Budd, 01482 613336, Martin.budd@hullcc.gov.uk
Hull City Council, Guildhall, Alfred Gelder Street, Hull . HU1 2AA

Hull Fairtrade City Project

www.fairtradehull.org.uk
Peter Church 01482 446402, peter@fairtradehull.org.uk
Fairtrade City Project, c/o Central Methodist Hall, Kind Edward Street, Hull.  HU1 3SQ.

Hull One World Shop

www.oneworldhull.co.uk
Chris Church, 01482 327727. info@oneworldhull.co.uk
One World Shop, c/o Central Methodist Hall, Kind Edward Street, Hull.  HU1 3SQ.

Trade Justice – Yorkshire Churches.

www.tradejustice-yorkshirechurches.org.uk
Nicholas Nightingale, 01347 878 423. tradejustice@barbicannet.demon.co.uk
Westfield farm, Sheriff Hutton, York.  Yo60 6QQ
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