The Borough of Scarborough Fairtrade Group: publicity release

‘Go Bananas for Fairtrade’

As part of Fairtrade Fortnight this year, the group is pleased to announce its Public Meeting at the Library Concert Hall, Vernon Road, at 7:30pm on Wednesday 24th February. Our guest speaker for the evening will be Nioka Abbott-Balcombe, a banana producer from the Windward Islands. She is also a member of the Board of Directors of WINFA (the Windward Islands Farmers’ Association) secretary of the Executive Committee of the SVGFTO (St Vincent & the Grenadines Fairtrade Organisation, a WINFA member), and Vice-chair of its trading arm, WINFARM INVESTMENTS. 

Nioka is on a tour of various venues around the country promoting Fairtrade and we are fortunate that she has managed to find the time in a busy schedule to visit Scarborough.
Admission will be free and refreshments will be served from 7:00pm.

The following press release from the Fairtrade Foundation may be of interest:

Fairtrade farmers in the Windward Islands likely to be the losers

16December 2009 



The Fairtrade Foundation is deeply concerned about the impact the latest historic banana trade deal will have on the small-scale, family owned, banana farms of the Windward Islands. 

Renwick Rose, the leader of the Windward Islands Farmers Association (WINFA), describes the deal as: ‘yet another disastrous blow, not just for the banana industry in the islands, but for economic and social development of the islands in general.’ 

After decades of wrangling, this banana trade deal was signed between the EU, Latin America, African-Caribbean-Pacific (ACP) countries and the US at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) Council Secretariat in Geneva yesterday. The deal will see a significant reduction in the trade preferences historically provided to ACP countries by the EU. This is linked to a financial aid package for affected ACP countries aimed at improving competitiveness, economic diversification and mitigating the social consequences of adjustment, but it is unclear to what extent this package can make a real difference in the case of the Windwards. 

The banana industry in the Windward Islands is deeply integrated into the culture, society and real economy of the islands. Bananas are grown on small, family owned farms, and marketed through a co-operative structure, so the vast majority of the financial benefits are captured and spent at a local level. 

Toby Quantrill, Head of Public Policy at the Fairtrade Foundation said: ‘These farmers are likely to be the major losers in this deal and it is unclear how much of the aid package will be made available for the Windward Islands. 

He continued: ‘In the real world, it is hard to foresee how the social and economic benefits provided by banana farming can be easily replaced, or how these small, mountainous islands can be expected to identify alternative sectors in which they can become instantly competitive.’

The banana industry in the Windward Islands has already seen a severe decline since a previous reduction of preferences in 2006.  According to Renwick Rose, Fairtrade has been the saving grace until now. 85% of the surviving banana farmers in the Windward Islands produce Fairtrade certified bananas. However this new deal, coupled with the ongoing retail price war on bananas in the UK means that these farmers face the prospect of being squeezed out of the market altogether in the ever accelerating race to the bottom in the global banana trade.
The deal demonstrates that the principles embodied in WTO rules fail to take full account of the specific vulnerabilities of particular countries, or of the social and environmental impacts of different types of production. 

Reports from Geneva talk of celebrations as the deal was signed. It is unlikely that the banana farmers in the Windward Islands will be sharing the festivities.

The Fairtrade Foundation is calling on consumers to continue to buy their Fairtrade bananas from the Windwards, recognizing their full social and economic unique value.

